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Vietnamese stateless children’s education situation in Kampong Chhnang and Pursat 

Provinces 

Research date: 18-20 January in Kampong Chhnang and 19-21 March 2014 in Pursat  

 

 

Based on two active fieldtrip researches in Kampong Chhnang and Pursat provinces, Minority 

Rights Organization (MIRO) found out the following issues faced by Vietnamese stateless 

children with regard to their education at the state and private schools: 

 

In Kampong Chhnang province, there are five state and private schools in Phsar Chhnang 

commune and 4 state and private schools located in Chhnok Truo commune. In Pursat, Kra 

Kor district, Kampong Luong commune, there are five state and private schools. Most of 

them are located in the floating house communities. The research indicated that about ten 

percent of Vietnamese children in those floating communities can afford to attend state school 

because they have the necessary identification documents
1
 and about 30 percent of their 

children can afford to study their own language (Vietnamese) at Vietnamese private schools
2
. 

The remainder cannot go to school for a number of reasons. 

 

The main reasons that the stateless Vietnamese children cannot attend school are as follows: 

  

No birth certificate:  

A Birth Certificate is a fundamental paper necessary for Vietnamese to become a full Khmer 

citizen in Cambodia because it is initially used to apply for a family book, passport, identity 

card, marriage certificate, attending state school, etc. Without it they are not allowed to apply 

for any other legal documents and eventually become statelessness in Cambodia. According 

to a MIRO research 90% percent of Vietnamese children in Kampong Chhnang do not have a 

birth certificate. 

 

Getting a birth certificate is very difficult for all Vietnamese who were born in Cambodia 

because they are discriminated against due to their race, a long history of unrest between 

Cambodia and Vietnam and a lack of clear legal procedures in the Cambodian Law on 

Nationality. They are usually refused their documentation when they apply for it. This has 

dire consequences on their children’s education and future prospects. It ultimately will 

negatively impact Cambodia as a whole as a significant proportion of children are growing up 

without education. 

 

Whenever Vietnamese parents take their children to register for state school specifically 

within their communities, the principals will asked them to show the birth certificates of their 

                                           
1
 Birth certificate, family book and identification card  

2
 Even though they do not have legal documents, they can send their children to private Vietnamese language 

schools located in the floating houses within their communities. 
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children to them. When they cannot comply, their children are inevitably rejected for state 

school. 

 

MIRO will deal with this issue by advocating with the local and national authorities, lobbying 

for them to enforce the law in order to ensure there is a method whereby stateless Vietnamese 

children can apply for birth certificates. We will meet with the Ministry of Interior to work 

out how to formulate a legal directive to facilitate this procedure. 

 

Poverty: 

The vast majority of stateless Vietnamese in Cambodia do not earn enough money to make 

education for their children a viable option. The parents of the children have to work long 

hours on a daily basis just to allow their families to live. This means that children of school 

age are often obligated to look after younger family members when their parents are at work 

or accompany them so they can help with the work. Even if this is not the case their lack of 

money prevents private school from being a possibility and often makes attending public 

school difficult as well for those lucky enough to have birth certificates. Transport around the 

floating villages to the Vietnamese school costs in the region of Riel 300 – 500 (around US$ 

0,125) per day (per time to school) which many families do not have the resources to afford. 

Transport to the mainland costs around Riel 5000 per day and severely limits the 10 percent 

of children who have birth certificates and are allowed to attend. To compound this, 

occasionally those teachers employed by the state are susceptible to corruption and can 

request bribes from their students in order to teach, which obviously negates the benefits of 

having a public school system.  

 

Subsidies from foreign donors can have a rapid and significant effect on the welfare of these 

children. One Vietnamese school in Kampong Chhnang was built with donations from 

Vietnamese communities living abroad and has been able to provide Khmer lessons in the 

morning and Vietnamese lessons in the afternoon since it was opened. As stated, ten percent 

of the children attend state school and 30 percent can already afford to attend Vietnamese 

school.  

 

MIRO wishes to provide the remaining 60 percent of children with the necessary expenses 

and materials to make attending school a reality. These will include their travel expenses 

around the floating village, exercise books, text books, stationary and the Vietnamese 

teacher’s modest salary.  

 

 

Unaware of human rights, in particular the right of child: 

The lack of education amongst stateless Vietnamese can unfortunately prevent access to 

education for the children of these communities. The UN Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, (to which Cambodia is a signatory) is an international human rights treaty that codifies 

and governs the rights of children. As a signatory, Cambodia is bound by Section 28 to ensure 

primary education is free and compulsory for all Cambodian children. Within Cambodian 

Domestic law, Article 31 of the Law on Education 2007 states that “Every citizen has the 

right to access qualitative education of at least 9 years in public schools free of charge”. The 

right to primary education within Cambodia is therefore enshrined in domestic and 

international law. However if the parents of these children do not understand the rights they 

are entitled to, they will likely make little effort to enforce them. Through education of both 

the parents and the children about what they are entitled to as Cambodian citizens, education 

will eventually be seen as a necessity rather than a privilege. 
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MIRO intends to provide human rights workshops explaining children’s basic human rights to 

their parents, their importance and how to apply them. 

 

Strategy to combat these issues: 

- To provide sufficient funding to cover the school expenses for 60 percent of children 

who do not attend school (stationary, books, transport, teacher’s salary) 

- To act as advocates for stateless Vietnamese in Cambodia and campaign for their 

rights with the local and national authorities; 

- To conduct workshops on child rights in these affected communities. We will inform 

and educate the parents of the children; 

- Select and fund a project officer who will co-ordinate and organize this strategy and 

prevent confusion and any unexpected problems that might arise. 

- Media advocacy to raise awareness of the issues involved, using MIRO’s varied media 

contacts both domestically and internationally. 


